Map Reading — The Lightweight Compass

As an Army Cadet you will use a lightweight compass frequently. Get to know
each part and what it is for.

Direction of Travel Arrow
Magnifying Lens  Keep this pointing the
Millimetre Ruler To zoom in on way you want to go.
To measure with. g1l features Luminous Mark
on the map. So you can read
compass at night.

Housing
Labelled in degrees

or mils. Rotates, so
you can set bearings
on it.

Romars

To accurately
measure grid
references.

North Arrow
Housing must be
rotated so that this
arrow points either grid
north (on map) or
magnetic north
Base Plate North Needle (direction of north
To hold onto. Magnetised needle).

and points to

magnetic
Meridian Lines north.
Line these up with
the grid lines on a
map to take a grid
bearing.

THE (MAGNETISED) NORTH NEEDLE IS AFFECTED BY LARGE METAL
OBJECTS. MAKE SURE THERE IS NO METAL NEARBY WHEN YOU
MEASURE A MAGNETIC BEARING.
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